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North—Southern blond had been
He spoke of the threats of disregarding

Compromise with respect to Southern territo-

ry. But the Souchm&t nothing with this
respeet.

Mr. Campbell arose to reply. He yielded to

i8 Union, and never,

until he shall witnese the subversion of the

! for which the Union has*been estab-

ished, will he assent to its dissolution. But

hie had never believed that conquests were to

be made for the purpose of propagsting Sla-

wﬁr. Campbell was speaking when our report
cloaed.
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A SiNGULAR Case—A year ago, while the
snow was yet upon the ground, s man, wontan,
and child; were begging food from door to door
in this city. Thoy wers miserable in appear-
ance. One morning the woman made a eall
at & door for relief, but before food cowld be
brought to her she fell and expired!

It had been observed by some few persons,
that sho as well as her hushand was intelli-
gent, though miserable and bloated. Upon
her person was found no clothing but the one
outside garment.

‘The mnn waa questioned, and it was ascer-
tained that he had been, in England, an Fpis-
copal minister. They were between thirty and
forty years of age.

She was buried, and ho was conveyed to the
Almshouse, where he died in o few days.

Their poor little daughter, five yearsold, had
shared their misery. She was found, and
placed in the Washington Orphsn Asylum,
where she now is, 8 pretty and most interest-
ing child. :

Upon ench information as was obtained from
the father and the child, letters were addressed
to his relations in England. But an interested
relative there, it is thought, induced the belief
that the man had not been married to the
woman with whom he bad ocome to this coun-
try, and no reply was returned.

But the evidence of the marriage of the
wretched pair has recently been found by the
sister of the deceastd man, who is the wife of
a Colonel in the British army, snd she has just
sent an eager measage for the ohild, whom it is
her purpose to adopt.

The poor father and mother had evidently
been fine looking- people. Their name was
Weat. ;

{IZ7 The Hutchinson Family will give Con-
certs nt Carasi’s Saloon this evening, to-morrow
evening, and Monday evening. It is unneces-
eary to praise these admirable vocalists from
“the Old Granite State.”” Their entertain-
ments are slways delightful, and attended by
every amateur of good vooal musie.

0™ John Carroll IBr;ut bas been chosen
Secretary of the Washington National Monu-
ment Association. S

Tue Garoiver Case—Mr. Fendall an-
nounced on Wednsaday that the prosscution
had closed their case; when Mr. Carlisle roso

and stated that sixty-ons days had elapsed |

since the commoncement of the preseat trial,
during which the jury had patiently listened
to the testimony offered, as well as heard most
of the discussions on the guestions of submis.
sion of evidenoce, and he aand his colleague, by
the permission of their client, proposed to sab-

" mit the case to the jury without argament.

Mr, Fendall, on the part of the prosecution,
doclined the offer.
Mr. May opened his address to the jury.

7= Park Benjamin is to lecture at the
Smithsonian [nstitute to-night, on Fashion.

TELEGRAPHIC CORRESPONDENCE

FOR DAILY NATIONAL ERA.

Very Latesl by the Canada.
Harirax, Fen. 17.-=The following addition.
items of foreign news | add to my despatch
of lnst evening.

ienna.— Puel has drawn out a dec-
leaning

v, Rosin Suhaits vl R
nitely . Russin
ummm

The Western Powers are im to
Mﬂhmdhm
mmftlmwi&irmlnflb ussian

and )
furoes with,
Minister in London has mada

boen sent !hol'glnm,
the necessity of aot-
Ho also goes to the “‘o"&'...s.f&”"‘
ThamohCMhHuMlulha

%Nhult, and resolved to send 80 000 troops to
w e
Count Orlof’s mission to Vienna was for the

mnnl’q&ing for the Russian
h‘r lluw It is reported
that if the Czar failed to ubtain thia, Count O.-

loff would visit Vienns in person,
Russian commander at Nebagtopol his

en oashiered.
The interview of Count Orloff with the Em-

' of Austria was brief and unastisfactory,
m'com o "E,

was greatly dissatisfied with
reception, - - &

And it waa farther reported that the Em-
peror of Austris wonld oconsider the passage
of the Danube by the Russisns equivalent to
a dealaration of war.

The Russian Chambers

had prom t-
od the turpllu for somplete da?ompﬂy 7
There had been no change in the condition

of affairs at Knlafat; and it was rumored that
thero was & naval engngement on the Black
i&te;, in which the Russian fleet wae complete-
y ed.
A portion of the Turkich figet had gone to
to ship 12 000 well-trained trovps.
All the allied fleets had returned to Bercos

Bay.
Eoloml Dein, sest by the Government of

France, to report on the, condition of the Tark-
ish army on tha Dauube, pronounces it capable
of ke the Russisn army in check for a

lon :

Emdﬂs.--'l'he bostility of the Swedes to
Russia is inoreasing.

Persia,—The latest accounts from Persia

- méa that The Englieh influenco preponderates.

. Quopada has been appointed
naval commander st Havana.

Revolutionary handbills had been published
throughout Spain, and the feeling agninst the
Queen was intense. :

Italy.—Great uneasiness prevails through-
out Northern Italy, and an outbreak is daily
expected.

Later from Texus.

- New Orveans, Fen. 16.—The steamer
Louisinns had arrived, brioging later dates
from Texas. -

The Condor, at (Galveston, stated that she
had 1 the ship James King, of Boston, in
an a ed condition.

Paper Mill Burnf.
Boston, FEp. 17.—The Richmond paper
gﬁll, belonging to a faetory at Lowell, has been
urnt.

Markets.

BaLrivore, Fen 17, 12 M.—Breadstuffs
have declined. Flour—sales of 1,200 barrels
‘of Howard Street and City Mills, at 88 00;
closing, held higher. Wheat—sales of 2,000
bushels white at $1.86 a $1.88; red $1.84 a
$187. Corn—sales of 35000 bushels, white
at 80 to B5 cents, yollow at 82 to 86 centa,
Butter—in kega at 12 a 13 cents per pound;
roll at 15 & 17 centa. :

Bautimorx, Fes. 17—On late ’Change,
gales of 3,000 barrels Howard Strees and City
Mills flour, at $8.12 a $8.25,

New York, Fes. 17,1 P. M —Flour_dull;
snles of 2 000 barrels State brands, at $8.75 &
$8 81; Southern at $9.12. Wheat—sules of
4.000 bushels red, at $198 a $2.00, «+ Corn—
eales of 18,000 bushels of mixed at $1.00;
yellow at $1.02. Cotton firmer. Stocks firmer.

Arrival of the Canada—Four Days Later
Jrom Europe.

The steamer Canada arrived at Halifax yee-
terday evening, bringing Li dates of
February 4. The Andes, for Boston, had put
back. The City of Manchester sailed on the
1st, and the Sarah Sands on the 31st. The
Baltio arrived out on the 2d.

The news is very warlike. The Russian
ambassador was about leaving London.

Parliament met on the 31st, and the Queen’s
speech waa delivered. She mentions the Turk-
ish diffioulty in moderate terms, and congratu-
lates the country upon the alliance with France.
She also recommends an increase in the army,
L

y yeen given in writing to the
Cnr’??nqniry respoeoting the fl and the
departure of tho Russian Ministers Lon-
don and Paris was hourly expected. -It is re-

that the French and English Ministers
ave been recalled from St P ;

France will send 80,000 and E 10,000
men to Turkey; England paying half the total
ex

& “t;tmdam iat:::duot;nnohda o
ing now on the tion that
R:::i,t will take. i g
It is ro ;hu Aumu “dl Pl"‘,uuil :lhl;
co.operate with France a.d, but
is doubted. e
« Li
chan,
Breadstuffs had been heavy since the last
steamer, but closed with an improving tenden-
oy, yet on the week there is a decline of 1s.
Ear barrel in flour, and 24. in wheat. Corn
rm. ,
Consols closed at 911, to 9135, United States
stocks active, and prices tending u
United States 6, '65, 9814 to 991
'68 10814 to 1091; ; Maryland 5%, 93 to 95;
Erie convertibles, 871, to 881¢.

Dreadful Steamboat Explosion.

St. Lovis, Fes. 16 —The Alton Kate
Kearney exploded at the wharf this morning,
killing twenty passe and wounding many
others; many were drowned. Among those
badly wounded is Major Beal, of the army.

Detention of the Foreign Mails.
New York, Fes 16 —The foreign mails

sent from this oity yesterday did not reach Bos-
ton in time to go out in the steamer Arabia,

Heavy Freshet.

New Yorx, Fes. 16 —There is n hea
freshet in the Hadson river. The dooks at Al-
bany are submerged.

Free Soil Convention.
Bosrown, Fen. 16 <A great Free Soil Con.
vention is being held io-dny,ili Faneuil Hall, in

Feb. 4,—Ia cotton, prices were un-

opiposition to the Nebraska Bill. All the lend-
ers of the party are t. Laetters were ro-
g P o bt
7 ; ing. were
Anson Burli Joshua Leavith, Amos
‘nek, Amasa Walker, Theodore Pnker,lla_nrﬂ
Wilson, and others. Mr. Tuck said, if the bi
passos, the People must for a bitter
contest, with the ory for of all the
Compromises. A lotter from King, of
New York, was read.
DEATHS,
At her residence, in town, on the

evening of the 15th instant, Mrs. EmiLy Comr-
conax, relict of the late Col. Thos. Corcoran,

4“4 \
"6‘; m:;, the 16th instant, CuaRLES

gu.nrr. youngest son of Johanna and lsasco
il

THE HUTCHINSON FAMILY,

! Fﬂnﬂ the Old Granite State, aro happy to an-
nounce to the citizens of Washington that
| will give thren of their VOCAL ENTRRTAINMENTS

| AT CARUST'S SALOON,

commencing on this ( ) eveming, Fobrwary 17,
| 1854, and postively osig ‘Mondar, he Soube Tatro
ducing their now com

Tiekets 50 oonts; ohildron half prics—to bo had
al the principal Musio and Bookstores

Doors open ot 6§ o'cloek ;
T o'clock.

Coneort to commenco b
Feb. 17,

; ditko '67, |

FREEDOM AND PUBLIC FAITH. :

SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD,

ON THE |
NEBRASEA AND KANSAS BILLS.

In United States M. Fobruary 17, 1804

Mg. Prusipenr :

The United States, at the close of the Rev-
olution, rested southward on the St. Mary’s,
and westward on the M ippi, and possess-
ed a broad, unoccupied domain, circomseribed
by those rivers, the Alleghany mountains, and
the great Northern lakes. The Consiitution
antitipated -the division of this domain into
States, 1o be admitted as members of the Union,
but it neither ‘pmvided for por antici any
enh;Enwm of the national bpundaries. The
People, engaged in » nizing their Govern-
ments, improving their social systems, and
establishing relations of commerce and frie
ship with other nations, remained many years
content within their apparently mnple limits.
But it was already foreseen that the free naviga-
tion of the Mississippi would soon become an
urgent public want,

France, although she had lost*Canada, in
chivalrous batile, an the Heights of Abrabam,
in 1763, nevertheless, still retained her ancient
territories on the western bank of the Mississip-
pi;  She had also, just before the breaking out
of her own fearful revolution, re-acquired, by
a secret treaty, the possessions on the Gull of
Mesico, which, in a recent war, had been
wrested (rom her by Spain. Her First Consul,
am those brilliant achievements which

roved him the first Statesman as well as the
gm Captain of Europe, sagaciously sold the
whole of these possessions to the Uniied States,
for a liberal sum, and thus replenished his treas-
ury, while he saved from his enemies, and trans-
lerred 1o a friendly Power, distant and vast
regions, which, for want of adequate naval
force, he was unable to defend.

This purchase of Louisiana from France, by
the United States, involved a great dispute con-
cerning the western limits ol that province;
and this controversy, having remained open
until 1819, was then adjusted by a treaty, in
which they relinguished Texas 1o Spain, and
accepted a cession of the early-discovered and
long-inhabited provinces of East Florida and
West Florida, The United States stipulated,
in each of these cases, to admit the countries
thus annexed into the Federal Union.

The acquisitions of Oregon, by discovery and
occupation, of Texas, by her voluntary annex-
ation, and of New Mexico and California, in-
cluding what is now called Utal, by war, com-
pleted that rapid course of enlargement, at the
close of which our frontier has been fixed near
the centre of what was New Spain, on the At-
lantic side of the continent, while on the west,
as on the east, only an ocean separates us from
the nations of the old world. It is not in my
way now to speculate on the question, how
long we are to rest on these advanced posi-
tions.

Slavery, before the Revolution, existed in all
the thirteen Colonies, as it did also in nearly ull
the other European plantations in America.
But it had been forcedp by British authority, for
Bolil.icnl and commercial ends, oh the American

eople, against their own cious instinets of
policy, and their stronger feelings of justice and
hnmnilz.

They had protested and remonstrated against
the system, earnestly, for forty years, and the:
ceased to protest and remonstrate against it
only when they finally committed their entire
cause of complaint to the arbitrarnent of arms.
An earpest spirit of emancipation was abroad
in the Colonies at the close of the Revolution,
and all of them, except, pnrh_.ax, South Caro-
lina and Georgia, anticipated, desired, and de-
signed an early removal of the system from the
country. The suppression of the African slave
trade, which was universally regarded as an-
cillary to that great measure, was not, without
much reluctance, postponed until 1808,

While there was no national power, and no
claim or disire for pational power, anywhere,
to compel involuntary emancipation in the
States where slavery existed, there was at the
same time a very general desire and a strong
purpose to prevent its introduction into new
communities yet to be formed, and into few
States yet to be established. Mr. Jefferson pro-
posed, as early as 1784, 10 exclude it from the
national domain which should be constituted
by cessions frowm the States to the United States.

e recommended and urged the measure as
ancillary, also, to the ultimate policy of eman-
cipation. There seems 1o have been at first no
very deep jealousy between the emancipat
and the non-emancipating States ; and the p:E
icy of admitting new States was not disturbed
by questions concerning slavery. Vermont, a
non-slaveholding State, was admitted in 1793.
Kenwcki. a tramontave slaveholding: com-
munity, having been detached from Virginia,
was admitted, without being questioned, about
the same time, 8o, also, Tennessee, which
was a similar commauonity rated from North
Carolina, was admitted in 1796, with a stipula-
tion that the Ordinance which Mr. Jefferson
had first pro , and which had in the mean
time been ted for the Territory northwest
of the Ohio, should not be held to apply within
her limits. The same course was ‘adopted in
organizing Territorial Governments for Missis-
sippi and Alabama, slaveholding communities
which had been detached from South Carolina
and Georgia. All these States and Territories
were situated southwest of the Ohio river, all
were more or less already led by slave.
holders with their slaves; and 1o have excluded
slavery within their limits would have been a
national a€t, not of preventing the wtroduction
of slavery, but of abolishing slavery. In shor,
the region southwest of the Ohio river present-
ed a in which the policy of preventing the
introduction of slavery was impracticable,
Our forefathers never attempted what was im-
practicable,

But the case was otherwise in that fair and
broad region which stretched away from the
banks of the Ohio, northward to the lakes, and
westward 1o the Mississippi. Tt waso{ei free,
or practically free, from the presence of slaves,
amg was nearly uninhabited, and quite unoceu-
pied. There was then no Baltimore and Ohio
railroad, no Erie railroad, no New York Cen-
wal railroad, no Boston and Ogdensburgh rail
road ; there was no railroad through Canada ;
nor, indeed, any road around or across the
mountaing ; no imperial Frie canal, no Wel
land canal, no lockages around the rapids and
the falls of the St. Lawrenece, the Mohawk, and
the Ningara rivers, and no steam navigation on
the lakes or on the Hudson, or on the Missis
sippi. There, in that remote and secluded
region, the prevention of the introduction of
Slavery was possible ; and there our forefathers,
- who left no possible national good unattempied,
| did prevent. it. It makes one's heart bound
| with joy and gratitude, and lifl itself up with
' mingu pride and veneration, to read the his
| tory of that great transaction. Disearding the

trite and common forms of expressing the na-
| tional will, they did not merely *“ vote,” or
*“ resolve,”’ or  enact,” ns on other occasions,
but they **orpainen,” in language marked at
| once with preeision, amplification, solemnity,
| and emphasis, that there * shall be neither sla-
| very nor involuntary servitude in the said Ter.
ritory, otherwise than in the
| erime, whereof the party shall liave been duly
convieted.”  And they further onpaixen and
ldn-elam! that this law should be considered a
| compact between the original Siates and the
| People and States of said Territory, and forever
| remain unalterable, unless by common consent,
! The Ordinance was agréed to unanimously.
| Virginia, in mlﬂirmin& her cession of the ter-
ritory, ratified it, and the first Congress held
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nishment of

under the Copstitution solewunly renewed and
conlirmed it. g
In pursuance of this Ordivance, the several
Terriwrial Governiments suceessively establish-
ed in the Northwest Territory were organized
with a prohibition of the introduetion of slave-
ry, and in due time, though at successive peri-
ods, Ohio, Indiana, [llinois, Michigan, and
Wisconsin, States erected within that Territory,
have come into the Union with Constitations in
their hands forever prohibiting slavery and in-
voluntary servitude, except for the punishment
of crime. They are ya_yﬂnﬁ:ut. neverthe-
less, who has ever seen elsew. such States
as they are! There are gllltbemd the young,
the vigorous, the active, enlightened sons
ol every State, the flower and chivalry of
every State in this broml Union; and there
the emigrant for conscience sake, and for free-
dom’s sake, from every land in Europe, from
roud and all-conguering Britain, from Leari-
Erolien Ireland, from sunny Italy, from mercu-
rial France, from spiritual Germany, from
chivalrous Hu , and from honest and
brave old Sweden and Norway. Thence are
already coming ample supplies of corn and
wheat and wine for the manufacturers of the
East, for the planters of the tropies, and even for
the artisans and the armies of Europe; and
thence will continue to come in long succes-
sion, as they have already begun 1w come,
statesmen and legislators for this continent.
Thus it appears, Mr. President, that it was
the policy of our fathers, in regard to the origin-
al domain of the United States, to prevent the
introduction of slavery, wherever it was prae-
ticable. This poliey encountered greater diffi-
culites when it came under congideration with

‘a view 1o its establishment in regions not in-

¢luded within our original domain, While
slavery had been actually abolished already, hy
some of the emancipatng States, several of
them, owing to a t change in the relative
value of the productions of slave labor, had
fallen off into the class of non-emancipating
States; and now the whole family of States
was divided and classified as slaveholding or
slave States, and non-slaveholding or free
States. A nvalry for political ascendency was
soon developed ; and, besides the motives of
interest and philanthropy which had before
existed, there was now on each side a desire 10
increase, from among the candidates for ad-
mission into the Union, the number of States in
their respective classes, and so their relative
weight and influence in the Federal Councils.

e country which had been aequired from
France was, in 1804, organized in two Terri-
tories, one ol which, including New Orleans as
its capital, was called Orleans, and the other,
having 8t. Louis for its chief town, was called
Louisiana.- In 1812, the Territory of Orleans
was admitted as a new State, under the name
of Louisiana. [t had been an old slaveholding
colony of France, and the prevention of slavery
within it would bave been a simple aet of
abolition. At the same time, the Territory of
Louisiana, by authority of Congress, took the
uame of Missouri; and, in 1819, the portion
thereof which now constitutes the State of Ar-
kansas was detached, and beame a Territory,
under that name. In 1819, Missouri, which
was then but thinly peopled, and had an incon-
sidereble number of slaves, applied for admis-
sion into the Union, and her application brought
the question of extending to that State, and to
other new States in the region acquired from
France, the policy of the Ordinance of 1787,
to a direct issue. The House of Representa-
tives insisted on a prohibition aguinst the fur-
ther introduction of slavery in the State, as a
condition of her admission. The Senate dis-
agreed with the House in that demand. The
non-slaveholding States sustained the House,
and the slaveholding States sustained the
Senate, The difference was radical, and tended
towards revolution.

On:rany maintained that the condition de-
manded was constituaonal, the other that it
was unconstitutional. The public mind be-
came intensely excited, and painful apprehen-
sions of disunion and civil war-began to pre-
vail in the country.

In this crisis, a majority of both Houses
agreed upon a plan for the adjustment of the
controversy. By this plan, Maine, a non-
slaveholding State, was to be admitted ; Missou-
ri was to be admitted without submiting to
the condition before mentioned ; and in all that
part of the Territory acquired from France,
which was north of the line of 36 deg. 30 min.
of north latitude, slavery was to be forever
prohibited. Louisiana, which was a part of
that Territory, had been admitted as a slave
State eight years before; and now, not only
was Missouri to be admitted as a slave State,
but Arkansas, which was south of that line,
by strong implication, was also to be admitted
as a slaveholding Stwate. [ need not indicate
what were the equivalents which the respect-
ive Eaﬂiea were 10 receive in this arrangement,
further than 1o say that the slaveholding States
practically were 1o receive slaveholding States,
the free States to receive a desert, s B(I:ﬂludt-, in
which they might, if they could, plant the
germs of future free States. This measure was
adopted, It was a great national transaction—
the first of a class of transactions which have
since come 1o be thoroughly defined and well
understood, under the name of compromises.
My own opinions concerning them are well
known, and are not in question here. According
10 the general understanding, they. are marked
by peculiar circumstances and features, viz:

First, there is a division of opinion upon
sotne vital national question between the two

Houses of Congress, which division is irrecon-
cilable, except by mutual concessions of mter-
ests and

I orinhqa. which the Houses deem con-
stitutional and just, i
Secondly, they are rendered necessary by
impending calamities, to result from the failure
of legislation, and to be no otherwise averted
than by such mutual concessions, or sacrifices.
Thirdly, that such concessions are mutual
and equal, or are accepted as such, and so be-
come conditions of the mutuval arrangement,

Fourthly, that by this mutual exchange of |

conditions, the transaction takes on the nature

and condition of a contract, compact, or treaty, |

between the parties represented ; and so, ac-
cording to well-settled principles of morality
and public law, the statute which embodies it
is understood, by those who uphold thig system
of legislation, to be irrevocable and irrepeala-
ble, except by the mutual consent of both, or
of all the parties concerned.  Not, indeed, that
it is absolutely irrepealable, but that it cannot
be repealed without a violation.of honor, jus-
tiee, and good faith, which it i+ presumed will
nol be committed.

Such was the Compromise of 1820, Mis-
souri eame into the Union immediately as a
slaveholding Siate, and Arkansas came in as a
slaveholding State, without objection, eight

ears. afterward.  Nebraska, the part of the
Territory reserved exclusively for free Territo-
ries and free States, has remamed a wilderness
ever since, And now it is proposed here to
abrogate, not, indeed, the wholé Compromise,
but only that part of it which saved I
as free territory, 10 be afierwards divided into
non-slaveholding States, which should be ad-
mitted into the Union.  And this is proposed,
nolwithaunding an universal acquiescence in
the Com ise, by both parties, .for thirty

l-ars.unJ its confirmation, over and over again,
gy many acta of successive Congresses, and
ﬂmwi!hmnding that ﬂ:; slaveholding States

ave peaceably enj , ever since it was
made, all lheif’ e;nt}l?r!;hma. while, owing 10
circumstances which will hereafter appear, the
non-slaveholding States have not practically
enjoyed any of those guarantied to them.

ﬂb is the question now before the Senate
of the United States of America.

{tis a question of transcendent importance.

ATIONAL ERA.

braska |

The proviso of 1520, 1o be abrogated in Ne-
braska, is the Orlinance of the Continental
Congress ol 1787, extended over a new part of
the nutional domuin, acquired under our pres-
ent Consitution, 1t is rendered venerable Ly
its antiquity, and sacred by the memeory of that
Congress, which, in surrendering its trust, afier
establishing the Ordinance, enjoined it upon
posterity, always 1o remember that the cause
of the United States was the cause of Human
Nature, The question involves™an issue of
ublic faith, and national morality and honor.
t will be a sad day for this Republic, when
such u question shall be deemed unworthy of
rave discussion and intense interest, Fven
it it were certain that the inhibition of slavery
in the region concerned was unnecessary, and
i’ the question was thus reduced 10 a mere ab-
straction, yet éven that abstraction would in-
volve the testimony of the United States on the
expediency, wisdom, morality, and Justice, of
the system of human bondage, with which
this and other portions of' the world have been
s0 long afflicted ; and it will be a melancholy
day for the Republic and for mankind, when
her decision on even such an abstraction shall
command no respect, and inspire no hope into
the hearts of the oppressed. But it is no such
abstraction. It was no unnecessary dispute,
no mere coptest of blind passion, that brought
that Compromise into being. Slavery and
Freedom were active antagonists, then seeking
for ascendency in this Union. Both Slavery
and Freedom are more vigorous, active, and
self-aggrandizing now, than they were then,
or ever were before or since that period, The
contest between them has heen only protracted,
not decided. Tt is a great feature in our na-
tional Hereafter. Ho the question of adhering
to or abrogating this Compromise is no un-
meaning issue, and no contest of mere blind
passion now,

To adhere, is to secure the occupation by
freemen, with free labor, of a region in the
very centre of the countinent, capable of sus
taining, and in that event destined, though it
may be only after a far-distant period, to sus-
tin ten, twenlty, thirty, forty millions of peo-
ple and their successive generations forever!

To abrogale, is to resign all that vast region
to chances which mortal vision cannot full
foresee ; perhaps to the sovereignty of sunﬁ
stinted and short-lived communities as those of
which Mexico and.South America and the
West India Islands present us with examples ;
perhaps to convert that region into the scene
of long and desolating conflicts between not
merely races, but castes, 1o end, like a similar
conflict in Egypt, in a convulsive exodus of
the oppressed people, despoiling their superi-
ors ;. perhaps, like one not dissimilar in Spain,
in the foreible expulsion of the inferior race,
exhausting the State by the sudden and com-
plete suppression of a great resource of national
wealth and labor; perhaps in the disastrous ex-
pulsion, even of the superior race itself, by a
people 100 suddenly raised from slavery 1o ﬁb—
erty, as in St, Domingo. To adhere, is to se-
cure forever the presence here, after some lapse
of time, of two, four, ten, twenty, or more
Senators, and of Representatives in larger pro-
portions, to uphold the policy and interests of
the non-slaveholding States, and balance that
ever-increasing representation of slaveholding
States, which past experience, and the decay
of the Spanish American States, admonish us
has only just begun; to save what 1he non-
slaveholding States have in mints, navy yards,
the military academy and fortifications, to bal-
ance against the capital and federal institutions
in the slaveholding States; to save against an
danger from adverse or hostile policy, the cul-
ture, the manufactures, and the commerce, as
well as’ the just influence and weight of the
national principles and sentiments of the slave-
holding Swates. To adhere, is to save, to the
non-slaveholding States, as well as to the slave-
holding States, al ,and in every event, a
right of way and Tree communication across
the continent, to and with the States on the
Pacific coasts, and with the rising States on the
islands in the South Sea, and with all the east-
ern nations on the vast continent of Asia.

To abrogate, on the contrary, is to commit
all these precious interests to the chances and
hazards of embarrassment and injury by legis-
lation, under the influence of social, p’litical.
and commercial jealousy and rivalry ; and in
the event of the secession of the slaveholding
States, which is so often threatened in their
name, but 1 thank God without their authority,
to give to a servile population a La Vendee at
the very sources of the Mississippi, and in the
very recesses of the Rocky Mountains.

or is this last a contingency against which
a statesman, when engaged in giving a Consti-
tution for such a Territory, so situated, must
veil hiseyes, [t is a stalesman’s provinee and
duty to look before as well as after. [ know,
indeed, the present loyalty of the American
People, North and South, and East and West.
I know that it is a sentiment stronger than any
sectional interest or ambition, and stronger than
eventhe love of equality in the non-slaveholding
States; and stronger, | doubt not, than the love
of slavery in the slaveholding States. But |
do not know, and no mortal sagacity does
know, the seductions of interest and ambition,
and the influences of passion, which are yet to
be matured in every region. 1 know this, how-
ever: that this Union is safe now, and that it
will be safe so long as impartial political
equality shall constitute the basis ol society, as
it has herewfore done, in even half of these
States, and they shall thus maintain a just equi-
librium against the slaveholding States. But |
am well assured, also, on the other hand, that
il ever the slaveholding States shall muluply
themselves, and extend their sphere, so that
they could, without association with the non-
slaveholding States, constitute of themselves a
rommercial republie, from that day their rule,
through the Executive, Judicial, and Legisla-
tive powers of this Government, will be such
as will be hard for the non-slaveliolding States
| to bear; and their pride and ambition, since
| they are congregations of men, and are moved
|

by human passions, will consent to no Union
| in which they shall not so rale.

The slaveholding Siates already possess the
mouths of the Mississippi, and their territory
reaches far northward along its banks, on one
side 10 the Ohio, and on the other even 1o the
confluence of the Missouri. They stretch their
dominion now from the banks of the Delaware,
quite around bay, headland, and promontory,
o the Rio Grande. They will not stop, al-
though they now think they gnay, on the sum-
mit of the Sierra Nevada; nay, their armed
pioneers are already 1n Sonora, and their eyes
are already fixed, never 1o be taken off, on the

island ol Cuba, the Queen of the Anulles, I
I we of the non slaveholding States surrender 1o
them now the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountains, and the very sources of the Missis
| sippi, what territary will be secure, what terri-
| tory can be secured hereafter, for the creation
| and organization of free States, within our
| ocean-bound domain 7 W hat territories on this

continent will remain unappropriated and un-
| occupied, for us 10 annex?  What territories,
{ even if we are able 1o buy or conquer them
| from Great Britain or Russia, will the slave-
| holding States suffer, much less aid, ng to an-
| nex, to restore the equilibrinm which by this
unnecessary imeasire we shall have 50 un
wisely, 2o hurriedly, o swicidally subiverted ?

Noram I 10 be 10ld that only a few slaves
will enter imte this vast region. Oune slave
holder in a new Territory, with access 10 the
Fxecutive ear st Washington, exercises more

litical influence than five hundred freemen.
rlois not necessary that all or a majority of the
| eitizens of a Stte shall be slaveholders, 10 con-
stitute a slaveholding State.  Delaware hasonly
2,000 slaves, azainst 91,000 freemen ; and yet
Delaware is a slaveholding State. The propor-

tion is not substantially different in Maryland
und in Missouri ; and yet they are slaveholding
Siates. These, sir, are the stakes in this legi
lutive game, in which | lnment 1o see, that
while the representatives of the slaveholding
States are unanimously and earnestly playing
to win, 80 many of the represeniatives of the
uon-slaveholding States are with even greater
zeal and diligence playing to lose. >

Mr. President, the Commiuee who have ree-
ommended these twin bills for the organization
of the Territuries of Nebraska and Kunsas hold
the affirmative in the argument upon their

e

What is the case they present 10 the Senate
and the country ?

They have submitted a report; but that re-
port, brought in before they E:d introducsd or
even conceived this bold and daring measure of
abrogating the Missouri Compromise, direets all
IS arguments against it.

The Committee say, in their report :

*Buch being the charncter of the controversy, in
reapect to the territory aequired from Moexico, s sim-
ilur question has arisen in regard 1o the right 1o hold
#layes in the proposed Territory of Nebrasks, when the
Indian lsws shull be withdruwn, and the country
thrown open to emigration and settloment. By the
Bth section of ' un et to suthorize the people of the
Missouri Territory to form a Constit nnd Btate
Government, sod for the i of such State into
the Union on an equal footing with the original States,
and to lEmhlhit Blavery in certain Territories,’ ap-
proved March 6, 1820, it was provided: ‘That in all
that Territory ceded by France to the United Statos
under the name of Lonisiana, which lies north of thir-
ty-six degroes and thirty minutes north latitude, not
included within the limite of the State contemplated
by this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, other-
wise than in the punishment of erimes, whereof the
parties shall have been duly convieted, shall be, and
i3 hereby, forover prohibited ; Provided, always, That
any person esoaping into the same, from whom labor

or servico is lawiully claimed in any State or Terri-
tory of the United § , 8uh fugitive may be law-
fully reclaimed, and conveyed to the parson claiming
his or her labor or service, as aforesnid.’

*Under this section, as in the eass of the Mexican
law in New Mexico and Utah, it iz a digputed point
whether elavery is prohibited in the Nebrasks coun-
try by va/id ennotment. The decision of this ques-
tion involves the constitutional power of Congress to
paes lnws preseribing and regulating the domesiie in-
atitutions of the various Territories of the Union, In
the opin.on of those eminent statesmen who hold that
Gotyitm is invested with no rightful muthority to
legislate u'rm the subjoct of slavery in the Territo-
ries, the Bth section of the net proparatory to the nd-
wigsion of Missouri is null nnmld: while the pre-
vailing sentment in large portions of the Unjon sus-
tains the doctrine that the Constitution of the United
States secares to nnr%ams_en an inalienable right to
move into n.ni of the Territorics with his property, of
whatever kind and description, and to hold and enjoy
the same under the sanction of Inw. Your Committes
do mot feel themselvos cailed upon to enter into the
discussion of theee controverted questions, They in-
volve the sume grave issues which produced the agi-
tation, the sectional strife, and the fesrful struggle of
1850. As Congress dosmed it wise and prudent to
refrain from deciding the matters in controversy then,
either by affirming or repealing the Mexioan laws or
by an act declaratory of the true intent of the Con-
stitat on, and the extent of the protection aforded by
it to slave property in the Territories, so your Com-
mittee are not prepared now to recommend a de-
parture from tho conrse pursued on that memorable
occasion, eithor by afirming or repealing the Sth sco-
tion of the Missouri aot, or by any nct declaratory of
the meaning of the Constitution 51 respect to the le-
gal poinis in dispute.”

This report gives us the deliberate judgment
of the Committee on two important points.
First, that the Compromise of 1850 did not, hy
118 letter or by s spirit, repeal, or render neces-
sary, or even propose, the abrogation of the
Missouri Compromise ; and, secondly, that the
Missouri Compromise ought not now to be
abrogated. And now, sir, what do we next
hear from this Committee 7 First, two similar
and kindred bills, actually abrogating the Mis-
souri Compromise, whic{, in their report, they
had told us ought not to be abrogated at all.
Secondly, these bills declare on their face, in
substance, that that Compromise was already
abrogated by the spirit of that very Compro-
mise of 1850, which, in their report they had
Jjust shown us, left the Compromise o[’lBﬁO
absolutely unaffected and unimpaired. Thirdly,
the Committee favor us, by their chairman,
with an oral explanation, that the amended
bills abrogating the Missouri Compromise are
identical with their previous bill, which did not
abrogute it, and are only made 1o differ in
phraseology, to the end that the provisions con-
tained in their ‘previous, and now discarded,
bill, shall be absolutely clear and certain.

I entertain great respect for the Commitiee
itself, but I must take leave 10 say that the in-
consistencies and sell-contradictions contained
in the papers it has given us, have destroyed
all claims, on the part of those documents, to

t, here or elsewhere,

he recital of the effect of the Compromise
of 1850 upon the Compromise of 1820, as final-
ly revised, corrected, and amended, here in the
face of the Senate, means after all substantially
what that recital meant as it stood before it was
perfected, or else it means nothing tangible or
worthy ol consideration at all. What if the
spirit, or even the lewter, of the Compromise
laws of 1850 did conflict with the Compromise
of 18207 The Compromise of 1820 was, by
its very nature, a Compromise irrepealable
and unchangeable, without a violation of hon- |
or, justice, and good faith. The Compromise
of 1850, if it impaired the previous Compro- |
mise to the extent of the loss to free labor of
one acré of the Territory of Nebraska, was
either absolutely void, or ought, in all subse-
qent legislation, to be deemed and held void.

What if the spirit or the letter of the Com
promise was a violation of the Compromise of
18207 Then, inasmuch as the Compromise |
of 1820 was inviolable, the anempted violation
of it shows that the so-called Compromise of |
1850 was 10 that extent not a Compromise at
all, but a factitious, spurious, and pretented
Compromise. What if the letter or the spirit
of the Compromise of 1850 did supersede or
impair or even conflict with the Compromise |
of 18207 Then that is a reason, not for abro- |
gating the irrepealable and inviolable Compro-
mise of 1820, K;l the spurious and pretended
Compromise of 1850.

Mr. President, why is this reason for the
proposed abragation of the Compromise of 1820
assigned mn these bills atall 7 11 is unnecessary.
The assignment of a reason adds nothing to the |
foree or weight of the abrogation itsell. Either
the fact alleged as a reason 1s frue or it is nol
true. If it be untrue, your asserting it here
will not make wirae. I it be true, it ie ap-
parent in the ext of the law of 1850, without
the aid of legislative exposition now., It is un-
usual. Itis uopariamentary.  The language
of the lawgiver, whether the sovereign be |
Democratic, Re'puhlimn. or Desponic, 18 al-
ways the same. Itis mandatory, imperative. |
If the lawgiver explains at all in & statute the |
reason for it, the reason is that it is his pleas
ure—sic volo, sic jubeo. Look at the Compro. |
mise of 1820, Does it plead an excuse for s
commands ! Look at the Compromise of 1850, |
drawn by the master hand of our American
Chatham. Does that bespeak your favor by a
quibbling or shuffling apology 7  T.ook at your

own, now rejected, first Nebraska bill, which,
by conelusive implication, saved the effect of

the Missouri Compromise. Look at any other |
ed by the Committee on Territo- |

hill ever
ries,

Look at any other bill now on your cal-
endar. Examine all the laws on your statute
books. Do you find any one bill or statnte |
which ever came bowing, stooping, and wrig-
gling into the Senate, pleading an excuse for |
its clear and explicit declaration of the sover
eign and irresistible will of the American Pro- |
ple? The departure from this hahit in ths
solitary case betrays self distrust, and an ar- |
tempt on the part of the bill 1w divert the
public attention, to raise complex and immate |
rial issues, to perplex and bewilder and com
found the People by whom this transaction is
10 be roviewed. Look again at the vacillation |
betrayed in the frequent changes of the strue-
ture of this apvlogy. At first the recital told us !

[}

| form

that the eighth section of the Compromise act
of 1820 was superseded by the principles of the
Compromise laws of | if any one had
ever heard of u supersedeas of one local law by
inciples of another local law, en-
acted for an altogether different region, 'l‘iﬂr
years afterwards. On another day we were
told, by an amendment of the recital, that the
Compromise of 1820 was not superseded by
the Compromise of 1850 at all, but was only
‘“ inconsistent with ”’ it—as if' a local aqt
which was i le was now to be ahro-
gated, because it was inconsistent with a sub-
sequent enactment, which had no application
whatever within the region 10 whiclf the fli.c
enactment was confined. On a third’ day the
meaning of the recital was further and finally
elucidated by an amendment, which declared
that the first irrepealable act protecting Ne-
braska from slavnrr was now declared * in-
operative and void,” because it was inconsist-
ent with the present purposes of Congress not
to legislate slavery into any Territory or State,
nor to exclude it therefrom.

But ke this apology in whatever form it
may b8 expressed, and test its logic by a simple
process,

The law of 1820 secured free institutions in
the regions acquired from France in 1803, by
the wise and prudent foresight of the Congress
of the United States. The law of 1850, on the
contrary, committed the choice between free
and slave institutions in New Mexico and
Uwah—Territories acquired from Mexico nearly
fifiy years aflerward—10 the interested cupidity
or the caprice of their earliest and mxﬂennl '
oceupants.  Free lnstitutions and Slave Insti-
tutions are equal, but the interested cupidity of
the pioneer is a wiser arbiter, and his judgment
a surer safegoard, than the collective wisdom
of the American People and the most solemn
and time-honored statate of the Ameriean
Congress.  Therefore, let the law of [reedom
in the territory acquired from  France be now
annulled and abrogated, and let the fortunes
and fate of Freedom and Slavery, in the region
acquired from Franee, be, heocelorward, de-
termined by the votes of some seven hundred
eamp followers around Fort Leavenworih, and
the still smaller number of trappers, Govern-
ment schoolmasters, and mechanics, who at-
tend the [ndians in their seasons of rest from
bunting in the passes of the Rocky Mountains.
Sir, this syllogism may satisly you and other
Senators; but as for me, | must be content 1o
adhere to the earlier sysiem. Stare super
anti vias.

T'here is yet another difficulty in this new
theory. Let it be granted that, in order to
carry out a new principle recently adopied in
New Mexico, you can supplant a compromise
in Nebraska, yet there is a maxim of public
law which forbids you from supplanting that
compromise, and establishing a new system
there, until you first restore the parties in interest
there to their statu quo before the compromise
to be supplanied was established. First, then,
remand gdissouri and Arkansas back to the un-
settled condition, in regard w0 slavery, whicii
they held before the Compromise of 1820 was
enacted, and then we will hear you tlk of
rescinding that Compromise. You cannot do
this. You ought not to do it, if you could ;
and because you cannot and ought not to do it,
you cannot, without violating law, justice,
equity, and honor, abrogate the guarantee of
freedom in Nebraska.

There is still another and not less serious
difficulty. You call the Slavery laws of 1850
a compromise between the slaveholding and
non-slaveholding States.  For the purposes of
this argument, Jet it be granted that they were
such a compromise. It was nevertheless a
compromise concerning slavery in the Territo-

‘ ries acquired from Mexico, and by the letter of

the compromise it extended no further. Can
ou now, by an act which is not a compromise
ween the same parties, but a mere ordinary
law, extend the force and obligation of the
principles of that Compromise of 1850 intwo
regions not only excluded from it, but absolute-
ly protecied from your intervention there by a
solemn Compromise of thirty years’ duration,
and invested with a sanctity scarcely inferior
to that which hallows the Constitution itsel! 7

Can the Compromise of 1850, by a mere
ordinary act of legislation, be extended beyond
the plain, known, fixed intent and understand-
ing of the parties at the time that contract was
made, and yet be hinding on the parties 1o i1,
not jnerely legally, but in hooor and con-
science? Can you abrogate a compromise by
passing any law of less dignity than a com-
promise ? If so, of what value is any one or
the whole of the Compromises? Thus you
see that these bills violate both of the Compro-
mises—not more that of 1820 than that of
1850.

Will you maintain in argument that it was
understoud by the parties interested throughout
the country, or by either of them, or by any
representative of either, in either House of
Congress, that the principle then established
should extend beyond the himits of the terno-
ries acquired from Mexico, into the territories
acquired nearly fifty years belore, from France,
and then reposing under the guarantee of the
Compromise of 18207 1 know not how Sen
ators may vote, but | do know what they will
say. 1 appeal to the honorable Senator from
Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] than whom none per-
a more distinguished part in establish-
ing the Compromise of 1850, whether he so
intended or understood. | appeal 1o the honor-
able and distinguished Senator, the senior rep
resentative from Tennessee, [Mr. Bevr,] who
performed a distinguished part also.  Ihd he
s0 understand the Compromise of 183507 1 ap-
peal to that very distinguished—nay, sir, that
expression falls short ot his eminence—that il-
lustrious man, the Senator from Missouri, who
led the opposition here 10 the Compromise of
1850. hd he understand that that Compro-
mise in any way overreached or impaired the
Compromise of 18207 Sir, that distinguished
person, while opposing the combimation of the
several laws on the subject of California and
the Territories, and Slavery, 1agether, n one
hill, so as o constitute a Comprommse, never-
theless voted for each one ol those hills, sever-
ally ; and in that way, and that way only, they
were passed. Iad he known or understood
that any one ol them overreached and impaired
the Missouri Compromise, we all know he
would have perished belore he would have

| given it his support.

Sir, if it was not irreverent, T would dare 10
call up the avthor of hoth of the Compromises
in question, from his honored, though yet
scarcely grass-covered grave, and challenge
any advoeate ol this measure to confront that
inperious shade, and sav that, in making the
Compromise of 1850, he intended or dreamed
that he was subverting, or preparing the way
for a subversion of, his greater work of 1820,
Sir, il that eagle spirit is yet lingering here aver
the scene of his mortal labors, and watching
over the welfare of the Republic he loved so
well, his heart is now moved with more than
human indignation against those who are per-
verfing his last great public act from its legit-
imate uses, not merely to subvert the column,
but to wrench from its very bed the base of the
column that perpetuates his fame,

[ro BE cOXCLUDED TO-MORROW.|
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